The Alledger, volume 07, number 11 by The Alledger
Boston College Law School
Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School
The Alledger Law School Archive
4-10-1987
The Alledger, volume 07, number 11
The Alledger
Follow this and additional works at: http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/alledger
Part of the Legal Education Commons, and the Legal History, Theory and Process Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Law School Archive at Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School. It has been
accepted for inclusion in The Alledger by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School. For more information,
please contact nick.szydlowski@bc.edu.
Recommended Citation
The Alledger, "The Alledger, volume 07, number 11" (1987). The Alledger. Book 67.
http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/alledger/67
Elgin's Jungl~ 
-pg. 2-
L~arned Lee;···. 
>: _ . . pg. 2-. 
SB~£i~I . ElectjQn 
; ' 
LSA Niblets 
Rudman 
Graduation Speaker 
By The Real "Rich Spacey" 
Well, someone has to get serious 
in this issue, and although I am an 
unlikely candidate for that respon-
sibility, I will attempt to bear the 
burden. Things are winding up in 
this, the last full month of my ad-
ministration. In fact, even as I 
write this, several pretenders to my 
desk are gearing up for what 
should be an interesting battle of 
rhetoric and witticisms-can hard-
ly wait! 
Getting to the all-too-serious 
· business at hand . . . 
Graduation ... Yes, we have a 
speaker, we have a speaker today. 
In case you haven't tuned into the 
grapevine, I am happy to inform 
you that U.S. Senator Warren B. 
Rudman has officially accepted our 
invitation to speak at the Com-
mencement Exercises. 
Senator Rudman served in the 
U.S. Army as a combat platoon 
leader and company commander 
during the Korean War. In 1960, he 
received his L.L.B. from B.C. Law. 
(Thus, we follow a fine tradition of 
having B.C. Law alumns that are 
politicians and are named Warren 
speak at the Law School.) 
A Republican, Senator Rudman, 
is a junior U.S. Senator from New 
Hampshire, having been first elect-
ed in 1980 and re-elected in 1986. 
Shortly after his election, a survey 
of his colleagues named him the 
most promising member of the 
BSA members complete their year tomorrow with the Grimes Finals. 
ElenaEpifano, Mike Uhlarik, Ronny Sydney, JonRoellke, AndreaPeraner-
Sweet, and Mary McCaffrey. Photo by Lori Rivera 
Senate class of 1980. A survey by 
the National Journal based upon 
interviews with Senate observers 
named Rudman as one of the 
body's "Best Legislators" and a 
"Potential Senate Leader." The 
publication also dubbed him one of 
the Senate's "Rising Stars." 
Senator Rudman serves as Vice· 
Chairman of the Senate Ethics 
Committee and sits on the Senate 
Appropria,tions Committee. He 
also serves on the Governmental 
Affairs Committee and is active on 
the well-known Permanent Sub-
committee on investigations. 
Recent developments have 
thrust him into the national spot· 
light. He co-authored the famous 
Gramm· Rudman· Hollings deficit 
reduction law. In December he was 
appointed to serve as Vice-
Chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee, investigating arms 
transfers to Iran. As ranking 
Republican on the 11-person com-
mittee, Rut;lman helped organize 
and direct the investigation into 
the Iran/Contra Affair. There is a 
good chance that he will be one of 
the main investigators in the pub-
lic eye when the hearings are held 
later this spring. 
Senator Rudman has been an ac-
tive alumni and will surely have 
continued on page 3 
Masculine Pronouns Dominate Legal Language 
Submitted by Linda Furash, 
Doris Tennant, and Diane 
Hartmus 
If a woman is swept off a ship into 
the water, the cry is "man over· 
board!" If she is killed by a hit-and-
run driver, the charge is "man· 
slaughter." If she is injured on the 
job, the coverage is "workmen's 
compensation. "But if she arrives 
at a threshold marked "Men Only," 
she knows the admonition is not in· 
tended to bar animals or plants or 
inanimate objects. It is meant for 
her. 
Alma Graham 
The Making of a Non-Sexist 
Dictionary 
"The plaintiff signed the contract 
and he began performance. " 
"The reasonably prudent person 
would exercise due care in his ac-
tions to avoid endangering others. " 
"The attorney must make reasona· 
ble inquiry in preparing answers to 
discovery questions for his client." 
"When a judge writes his opinion, 
he is always aware of precedent." 
Students at Boston College Law 
School regularly use female-exclu-
sive language in class, indicating 
that judges, lawyers, clients, 
hypothetical plaintiffs and defen· 
dants are predominantly male. 
Very few students make the cons· 
cious effort to say "he or she" or 
to design a hypothetical with a fe-
male agent. When is the last time 
you used "she" instead of "he" as 
you were taking notes in class? If 
you're writing down what you 
hear, chances are you'll be writing 
"he." A female student may be as 
apt as a male student to speak of 
a reasonable "man" despite the 
professor's original statement 
about a reasonable "person." Do 
students assume "he" is generic, or 
are they using "he" out of habit? 
Law school is a socialization 
process where we are learning to 
play the role of lawyer. Language 
perpetuates certain expectations of 
that role. If the language we use is 
male-specific, then it suggests that 
the legal profession is male domi-
nated, both from the point of view 
of those who use our justice system 
as well as those who serve it. The 
use of male-specific language not 
only defines but also fulfills expec- . 
tations about the places of women 
and men. 
Psychologist Wendy Martyna 
conducted an experiment to test 
the psychological factors involved 
in the interpretation and use of 
masculine pronouns. She asked 
students to complete sentence frag-
ments and found that women used 
alternatives to "he" significantly 
more often than men when com· 
pleting sentence fragments such 
as, "When a person loses ... ," 60 
percent of the men reported specif-
ic male images while only 10 per· 
cent of the women reported images 
·section 
Inside 
LSA Speaker Series 
William Bulger 
By Jamie X. Fuster 
The successes of the 1986-87 
LSA Speaker Series continued un· 
abated when, at 11:00 A.M. on Fri-
day, March 27, Massachusetts 
Senate President William Bulger 
presented his vision of state polit-
ics. Bulger's address before a near-
standing-room-only crowd in room 
315 began as a statement on his 
view of the effect the Reagan 
presidency has had on state legis-
latures. This address marked near· 
ly the fifth month that the Speaker 
Series has not suffered a post· 
ponement. 
Bulgar's remarks loosely fol-
lowed his scheduled topic: state 
legislatures in the post-Reagan era. 
The talk, however, will be remem-
bered for: Dean Dan Coq_uillette's 
introduction and Bulger's humor 
and wit (if there's a difference be-
tween the two). 
Coquillette took time from a 
faculty colloquium to remind the 
audience that President Bulger is 
a BC Law graduate, a very funny 
speaker, and a champion of the 
poor and the environment, not 
necessarily in that order. Closest to 
the dean's heart, though, is that 
President Bulger is a classics scho-
lar. "When he goes into Latin, it's 
serious,'' said a jocular Coquillette. 
Coquillette also mentioned the im-
portance of the public beach access 
issue, an issue on which Bulger is 
in the forefront. 
Bulger began his talk by noticing 
' an old professor in the audience. 
Yes, Bulger realized a 27-year 
dream of getting back at Professor 
Slizewski [the Slew], who attended 
the lecture. 'You're still befuddling 
students, Professor?" asked the 
Senate President. 
The gist of Bulger's remarks was 
that Massachusetts is spending a 
lot of money replacing federal dol-
.lars to keep programs going. "As 
the federal government abandons 
areas it only appropriated recent· 
ly, states can reassert themselves,'' 
said Bulgar. 
Bulgar then opened the floor to 
questions, and fielded them well; 
whether by answering them, say-
ing he couldn't answer them be· 
cause he'd not given a particular 
issue a lot of thought, or by asking 
the questioner to answer · herself. 
As a question about foreign policy 
was deflected, Bulgar started talk-
ing about Michael Dukakis, saying, 
"It must be interesting being in 
Iowa. I don't know how he deals 
with it. I mean how do you ap· 
proach an Iowan? Walking across 
meadows; saying, 'How'd'do, I'm 
Michael Dukakis and I'm just cut-
ting across your pasture?" 
The Senator next attacked the 
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Learned Lee Vindicates Class of '89 
ClasseS' of 1987 & 1988 
v. 
Class of 1989 
New England Court of Appeals 
Argued, February 15, 1987 
Decided, March 10, 1987 
Mr. Justice LEARNED LEE 
delivered the opinion of the Court 
in which Justice KING, Mr. 
Justice COLE, and Justice 
BROWN -SMITH joined. 
The circumstances which gave 
rise to this action occurred at that 
hallowed institution of legal 
scholarship, Bostoniense Collegi-
um. Members of the two upper 
classes at the Newton instituion 
brought a class action suit against 
various individuals in the first year 
class. The complaint alleges that 
throughout the course of the 
1986-87 academic year, unnamed 
members of the defendant class 
committed numerous tortious acts 
which led to the plainti~fs' injury. 
These acts include, inter alia.· i) 
disruptive and unruly behaviour in 
Stuart Hall; ii) destruction of 
Kenny-Cottle materials; iii) BU 
competition tactics; and iv) tam-
pering of private messages placed 
on the library bulletin board. The 
plaintiffs contend that these action 
brought discredit to the institution 
and caused damage to its reputa-
tion, to which the plaintiffs claim 
they have an interest. In their an-
swer, the defendant first year stu-
dents denied all of the aforemen-
tioned allegations and entered a 
counterclaim, claiming relief for in-
juries sustained from "first year 
bashing." Upon review of the 
record, the trial judge held for the 
plaintiffs, entering a sua sponte 
summary judgment. Defendants 
appeal. 
We have before the Court, what 
has been aptly described as "the 
war between the classes." Our 
analysis begins with an examina-
tion of the plaintiffs' brief, which 
ALL EDGER 
Boston College Law School 
885 Centre Street 
Newton, MA 02159 
(617) 552-4371 
The Alledger is published every 
other Friday, 12 times per aca-
demic year, by the students of 
Boston College Law School. We 
welcome submissions and contribu-
tions from all our readers. Manu-
scripts, newsletters, ads, notices, 
etc. should reach us by 5:00 pm the 
Wednesday immediately preceding 
the intended publication date. 
Copy may be left at the Alledger 
office (M201B Stuart Hall), or in 
our mailbox by the other student 
mailboxes. 
Typesetting and Printing by 
Citizen Group Publications, 481 
Haroard St., Brookline, MA 02146. 
STAFF 
Editor-in-Chief 
. . .. ..... _ . .. . Arthur Jackson 
Staff 
... . . . .. .. Kathleen McGrath 
. . ... ... .. ... Dierdre Cunnane 
.. .. . .. . . . .. . . . Bonnie Rowe 
. . . . . ..... Christopher Devlin 
... . .. . . . .. .. Mark Jefferson 
.. . . ...... . .. .. ... Eric Lee 
..... . ........ Stephen Kelly 
... . . . ... . ..... Tom Kerner 
.. . . Locke Randall McMurray 
.... . ....... . .. . . . Tom Shi 
Photographer 
. . . .... ..... . . . . Lori Rivera 
we find both illuminating and illu-
sory. The upperclass students con-
tend that members of the first year 
class breached a duty of carrying 
on the so-called "community spi-
rit" which purportedly is unique to 
the institution. The plaintiffs claim 
that various first year actions have 
irreparably damaged this charac-
teristic. The plaintiffs' brief in-
cludes a statement both conces-
sionary and blasphemous: "It is 
unfortunate that the most academ-
ically qualified entering class is 
also the most cut-throat." See also 
Kerner, Class of 1989 is Best Yet; 
Alledger, Sep. 12, 1986, at 1, col. 1. 
The plaintiffs place at the fore-
front of their argument the in-
stances of first year "razoring." 
"Razoring" is the unlawful and and 
unethical practice of physically 
removing selected pages from 
reporters of decisions for the ex-
press purpose of denying other stu-
dents the access to such materials. 
In an effort to prove the alleged 
commission of "razoring," the 
plaintiffs included in their support-
i~ documents a sism removed 
from the academic bulletin board, 
the contents of which read: "Se-
cond and third years pick up new 
exam numbers. First years pick up 
razor blades." The plaintiffs read-
ily concede that the practice of 
"razoring" is not limited to the 
Class of 1989, but argue that it is 
simply more prevalent within the 
current first year class. 
Our review of the record reveals 
that "razoring" is one of several 
material facts which are clearly dis-
puted. On this ground we must 
reverse the summary judgment. 
The trial court's disposition of the 
action is synonymous to an a pri-
ori argument that "if-it-was-done-
it-must-have-been-done-by-first-
years." We find this approach at 
odds with the basic rules of com-
mon sense, not to mention the rules 
of civil procedure. See Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 56. Even assuming, arguendo, 
that the plaintiffs can prove the al-
Elgin's Jungle 
legations, they must still establish 
that the defendants' actions were 
collectively the proximate cause of 
the alleged injuries. We are highly 
skeptical. 
The plaintiffs argue that the po-
sition this Court now takes is tan-
tamount to a declaration that the 
"community spirit" is no longer 
good law at the said institutions. 
In this light, the plaintiffs assert: 
"The first years don't seem to take 
seriously enough the responsibili-
ties they have. It took us a long 
time to have the kind of school we 
have, and they're taking it for 
granted. They're ruining it." This 
is an argument more clever than 
honest. Upon a close examination 
of the record, we are not certain as 
to which party suffered the injury. 
It appears that if any duty was · 
breached, it was by the plaintiffs. 
The upperclass students stand in a 
fiduciary position to the institution 
and its alumni to ensure that new 
entering classes fully appreciate 
the importance of the unique at-
mosphere and encourage them to 
maintain the tradition. But leader-
ship is by example, and up to this 
point, the plaintiffs have set a sor-
ry example. 
In summary, if it is true as plain-
tiffs allege that first year students 
are "a bunch of numbers-oriented, 
cut-throat, succeed-at-the-expense-
of-others razor-pagers," then this 
determination must be made by 
the trier of fact upon a full presen-
tation of the relevant evidence at 
a trial proceeding and not by a 
summary judgment. Likewise, 
such a procedure would be neces-
sary for the jury to determine 
whether members of the two upper 
classes are "holier-than-thou hypo-
crites who resort to tortious acts to 
vent their frustrations after having 
failed to land meaningful em-
ployment." 
In light of the aforementioned, 
the summary judgment for the 
plaintiffs is vacated, that portion 
of the judgment dismissing the 
Revealing Glaring Inadequacies 
By Elgin 
It's a terrible thing, this custo-
dy battle. I can't believe two sides 
could be so uncaring and callous 
when the well-being of a human is 
at stake. I'm talking about, of 
course, the custody battle over the 
unwanted person known in the 
news media simply as "Dean E." 
Most of us know the sordid his-
tory. The Coquillettes contracted 
the Monan family (a single adult 
household) to hire a dean and turn 
him over to the law school. Unfor-
tunately, after the dean was hired, 
the Monan family became ena-
mored by the cuddly bearded tyke 
and refused to relinquish him. 
The Coquillettes understandably · 
became upset. To make a long sto-
ry dull, let me just finish by say-
ing that eventually the court 
reached a King Solomon-esque 
result by ordering the dean's beard 
shaved off. As we know, the Monan 
clan got the beard and the Co-
quillettes got the rest of the dean. 
Who got the better deal? Go figure. 
Presidential Election 
Boy, that LSA Presidential elec-
tion sure is starting to heat up 
now- yeeeow! The other day I 
walked in on a room full of mud-
slinging, back-stabbing and name-
calling. I thought it was the candi-
dates forum but actually it turned 
out to be a first year legal research 
and writing class. Phew, I got out 
of there just in time. 
As you can well imagine, all the 
presidential candidates have been 
scurrying for Elgin's endorsement 
in this campaign. As the self-
appointed ombudsman of this 
school, I feel that I cannot betray 
the impartiality of my office by 
throwing my athletic supporter to 
any of the candidates (a symbolic 
gesture of approval in old-time po-
litics). But I do feel duty-bound to 
reveal some glaring inadequacies 
about each of the candidates. These 
shortcomings won't appear on any 
campaign posters, but Elgin will 
divulge them to you even before 
the National Enquirer learns of 
them: 
Tom Kerner: Did you know that 
Tom has no experience in fixing 
helicopters? He is also hopelessly 
inept at constructing suspension 
bridges over man-made salt-water 
lakes. Think this over, it could 
prove to be a critical point in the 
election. 
Mark Longietti: Mark may be 
trying to hide this fact, but Elgin's 
investigative news team has disco· 
vered that Mark never served in 
the Vietnam war. He is also aller-
gic to meteor dust. And if that's 
not bad enough, he can't yodel 
worth a darn. 
Bernie Pellegrino: What would 
you say if I told you that Bernie 
defendant's counterclaim is re-
versed and remanded for further 
proceedings not inconsistent with 
this opinion. 
Mr. Justice SMEDLEY filed a 
concurring opinion in which Justice 
KELLEY and the CHIEF 
JUSTICE joined. 
I believe summary judgment 
would have been proper had it been 
granted in favor of the defendant 
first year students. If the record 
does anything, it disproves each of 
the plaintiffs' allegations and es· 
tablishes the defendants' counter-
claim of "first year bashing." The 
supporting documents demon-
strate that the current first year 
class is as "people oriented" as any 
prior class. Evidence of this is the 
class membership of the finalists of 
the Client Counseling Competition. 
Furthermore, it is time that this 
Court officially recognize "first 
year bashing" as a claim for which 
relief can be granted. The problem 
has become such a social evil that 
we can no longer ignore it. See Kel-
ley, 1L Bashing: Upperclasmen 
Open Season on First Years, Al-
ledger, Nov. 21 , 1986, at 2, col. 1. 
Mr. Justice ROGERS filed a dis-
senting opinion in which Mr. 
Justice WELLS joined. ' 
I see nothing in the record to 
suggest that the court below act-
ed beyond its authority. By revers-
ing the judgment, the majority 
impruduently imposes on the low-
er court a duty irreconcilable with 
the tenets of American jurispru-
dence. My Brethren would have 
the trial court ignore reality and 
wish away the defendants' sins. I 
must remind this Court that the 
tribunal below is a court of law and 
not a theological institution. 
Hence, it can only apply the law to 
the facts before it. The defendants 
did what they did and wishing 
won't make it go away. 
A sua sponte summary judg-
ment is proper when the defen-
dant's conduct is so egregious thm; 
continued on page 3 . 
in Candidates 
has no idea of what the exchange 
rate for U.S. dollars is in Trinidad? 
He can't high-jump seven feet 
either, nor can he defuse a Bounc-
ing Betty -land mine with his bare 
hands. 
Speaking of Bouncing Betty land 
mines, did anybody notice some 
weird articles in this issue of the 
Alledger? Apparently Elgin isn't 
the only one taking extra hits off 
the pipe before he sits down at the 
ole word processor. And how dare 
anybody satirize me? The irrever-
ence around here is appalling, 
wouldn't you agree? 
International Moot Court 
I've already ragged on these 
dudes once but I'd just like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate 
the team for making the nationals. 
A judge's error in the regionals 
almost eliminated our guys (pardon 
me, Mary) by accident. Apparent-
ly the mistaken jurist thought 
Dave (X) AvRutick only slipped 
him a twenty, but upon close in-
spection the next morning (when he 
was sober) the judge realized that 
Dave liad actually come across 
with a one-hundred-dollar bill. 
Those judges' errors, they'll do it 
to you every time! 
Well that's it for this hi-week. 
The editors asked me to keep it 
short to make room for the election 
supplement and satirical stuff. En-
joy your·Easter/Passover vacation, 
kids. 
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LSA Speaker Series Thrives; Big Plans for Next Year 
continued from page 1 
big-business press, as he called it, 
saying, "I don't mind them as long 
as they don't demand my time. The 
Globe has as its goal the selling of 
newspapers, not reporting the 
news." 
On Senator Kennedy's proposal 
to raise the minimum wage he said, 
"How do you ever oppose an in-
crease in the minimum wage?" On 
whether or not the Boston Public 
Schools should give out condoms 
and teach sex education, Bulgar 
said, "Schools can't even teach 
reading and writing. Maybe we 
should just get Dr. Ruth to teach 
and forget the whole reading and 
writing thing." In a more serious 
response to the question he said, 
"I'd go slowly there. Schools are 
such a failure now, I'd hate to give 
them more to do.'' 
Bulgar's ties to this school are 
best reflected by the aid he pro-
vides to the Legislative Process 
class, which, according to Co-
quillette, was able to meet with 
Governor Dukakis earlier this term 
through Bulgar's efforts. The 
"Duke" took time to talk with the 
class just before his presidential 
bid was formally announced, and it 
was a frank and lively talk (one at 
which Chris Betke told the Gover-
nor he'd be willing to serve as his 
vice-president if called upon to do 
so). 
President Bulger's talk conclud-
ed with a bit of local lobbying from 
the audience, which the speaker 
deflected with grace and charm. 
The speaker series this spring 
reversed an autumn of postpone-
ments and heartbreaks for the com-
mittee of one; 2L Dave Rocchio. 
What goes around comes around, 
though, and this term the speaker 
series has had to actually postpone 
requests to speak until next term. 
"These individuals, such as Secre-
tary of Consumer Affairs Paula 
Movie Review 
ByLRM 
Some older, excellent movies you 
migbt want to see before they leave 
town . .. 
Hannah and Her Sisters: Revi-
vied in honor of its seven Academy 
Award nominations, this moving 
social comedy set in posh Manhat-
tan works magic. Woody Allen's 
tale of three sisters confronting 
problems and solutions to love and 
careers captures its bittersweet 
mood brilliantly. Allen, as usual, 
constructs his scenes impeccably, 
making for a sophisticated but un-
pretentious masterpiece on life in 
the eighties. 
A Room With A View: Director 
James Ivory brings E.M. Forster's 
novel to the screen delightfully in 
another film up for multiple Acade-
my Awards. The humor in this one 
is quite subtle, but even if you miss 
the jibes, it is a warriling ex-
perience to watch an almost still-
born romance blossom into a broad 
t,.Put gentle indictment of post-
~torian conventionality in 
decline at the hands of a younger, 
more passionate generaton. Beau-
tifully filmed and acted. 
Blue Velvet: After mustering up 
the nerve to see this one, I came 
away quite impressed. The scenes 
of perversion and violence, while 
definitely not for the squeamish, 
are not as horrifying as I had been 
led to believe, and they do serve a 
vital function in this maniacal fan-
tasy. David Lynch's "art" is, at 
times, a bit obvious, but the while 
thing works on an almost subcons-
cious level as a fascinating piece of 
nightmarish symbolism. Dennis 
Hopper brings new meaning to the 
word "villian" in what must be one 
Gold and Congressman Barney 
Frank, will draw good crowds and 
are excited about being a part of 
the program,'' said Rocchio. Third 
year Jay Sicklick should be com-
mended for his work early in his 
law school career. 
An important goal of the Com-
mittee is to have a coordinated 
speaker effort by all at the law 
school, rather than the situation 
where multiple speakers are 
brought to the school at any num-
ber of times on any number of sub-
jects. "The more groups bringing 
speakers to the school the better," 
said Rocchio. "We just want to 
coordinate it all centrally in order 
· to maximize audience." 
Finally, the Speaker Series is 
working with Bob Smith to find a 
better weekly time for these infor-
mal, worthwhile addresses. Hope-
fully, the time will be sandwiched 
between two first year classes so 
there is that captive audience of 
days gone by. 
A prominent national figure 
made a last-minute request to 
speak on Thursday, March 26, 
while Rocchio was out of town. But 
LSA President Rich Stacey felt he 
had to turn him down due to the 
shortness of the notice and the 
$500 honorarium he requested. 
(The Speaker Series does not have 
a budget and does not give 
honorariums.) The speaker will be 
scheduled for the fall. Not only are 
speakers sprouting like crab grass, 
but the committee itself has grown 
from one to five. Five year students 
Maggie Cahill, Mark Moquin, Mike 
Hartnett and William Mathls are 
preparing to take leadership roles 
in next year's series. 
Remembering the Female Gender 
Goals for next year's series range 
from humble to grandiose. "After 
begging for money for two years, 
I've put together a budget request 
for next year. We hope to get 
money from both the LSA and the 
Dean's office [not too much, 
though]," said Rocchio, who en-
tices speakers to B.C. Law without 
the help of the universal drawing 
card: money. 
Three speakers are scheduled for 
the remaining weeks of the term. 
On April 3 (before press date) 
Judge Lawrence S-.ubow is sched-
uled to speak on advocating for 
juveniles and the CHINS statute. 
On April 10 the LSA has turned 
over its speaking time to Dean Co-
quillette for his State of the Law 
School Address. Finally, on April 
24, Red Sox general manager Lou 
Gorman is scheduled to speak on 
the free agency and contract 
negotiations on major league 
sports. 
continued from page 1 
of specific males, even if they used 
the word "he" in completing the 
sentence. For women, equating 
maleness with femaleness may con-
flict with their own self-identity, 
and so they choose alternatives to 
the masculine pronoun. Or they 
may use the masculine pronoun 
but do not visualize a male. Mar-
tyna concluded that the masculine 
pronouns work differently for 
women and men. 
Language intended to be "gener- _ 
ic" is not understood as such. 
Jeanette Silveira summarized four-
teen studies where words such as 
"he" and "man" were used in 
generic contexts, such as in the 
caption "Political Man" or the 
statement "Man must work in ord-
er to eat." ·These were presented 
orally or in writing to people who 
were asked to indicate their under-
standing by drawing a picture or 
telling a story. Women and girls 
were understood as included sig-
nificantly less often than men and 
boys, regardless of whether the 
subject questioned was female or 
male. 
Lexicographer Alma Graham 
points out that if you have a group, 
half of whose members are A's and 
half of whose members are B 's, and 
if you call the group C, then A's 
and B 's may be equal members of 
group C. But if you call the group 
A, then there is · no way that B 's 
can be equal to A's within it. The 
of the most menacing perfor- A's will always be the rule and the 
mances on film. B's will always be the exceptions-
Star Trek IV· The Voyage Home: "the subgroup, the subspecies, the 
Wherin Captain Kirk and crew · outsiders." 
travel back in time to present-day Many would argue that "he" in-
claim that using "he or she" is 
awkward and make belittling jokes 
about "personhole covers." How-
ever, the issues are more substan-
tial. U sfug male terms exclusively 
perpetuates the assumption that 
male is norm, female is absent. The 
masculine ''generic'' is not innocu-
ous in its omission of girls and 
women, nor does it include the fe-
male in its meaning. Do you picture 
a man or a woman when you hear 
the phrase "reasonable man"? 
For those who insist upon argu-
ing that male words include fe-
males, examine the words them-
selves. "Woman" includes the 
word "man," "female" includes the 
word "male," and "she" includes 
the word "he." Clearly, these fe-
male words do include both of the 
sexes. If we must have "generics," 
why not let these words serve that 
purpose? 
It takes a conscious effort to dis-
card language that describes male 
_ as norm, and female as absent. Us-
ing masculine pronouns exclusive-
ly perpetuates deeply rooted 
cultural assumptions. We need to 
scrutinize our use of language in 
the classroom to challenge these 
assumptions and change our prac-
tices. Next time you find yourself 
talking about the ''reasonable 
man, ' ' stop and consider that you 
are exclusing 51 percent of the 
population. Likewise, let's start 
remembering the female plaintiff, 
female judge, and female lawyer in 
our classroom discussions. 
This article is based on a lecture 
prepared and presented by Doris 
Tennant. San Francisco to save the whales 1 eludes both men and women. They 
and, in consequence, the universe. 1----------------"T'"-----------------i 
It sounds pretty silly, but the old 
gang carries it off with a good dose 
of confident self-effacement. Leo- . 
nard Nimoy as director gives the 
movie an unexpectedly pleasing, 
laid-back feeling that only reveals 
how well these actors can still work 
together. 
Learned Lee. 
continued from page 2 
it becomes the overriding issue in 
the action. See United States v. 
Morison, 604 F. Supp. 655 (D. Md. 
1985) appeal dismissed without 
opinion, 774 F.2d 1156 (4th Cir. 
· 1985); Unpublished Casenote, The 
Prosecution of "Press Leaks" Un-
der the Federal Espionage Sta-
tutes. --- B.C.L. Rev. --- (19--). 
Future. ID.'s by B. C. Rowe.. 
Admittedly, "egregious conduct" 
is a term whose reckless frequent 
use has never yielded a fully oper-
ational definition within the con-
text of any body of law. I shall not 
today attempt to further define the 
kinds of behavior I understand the 
term to encompass and perhaps I 
could never succeed in intelligibly 
doing so. But I know it when I see 
it, and the defendants' conduct in-
volved in this case is it. In my 
mind, summary judgment would 
have been proper had this action 
been brought November past, for 
three months of first year imbecil-
ity is enough. 
Mr. Justice CRANSDORF took 
no part in this consideration of this 
opinion. 
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LSA Niblets 
continued from page 1 
some interesting things to say at 
the ceremony, and therefore I am 
quite happy that he has accepted 
our invitation. And since I am hap-
py, I know my classmates are hap-
py, and so we can all be happy 
together. Thanks are due, especial-
ly to Dean Coquillette and 
Josephine McNeil for their efforts 
in finding this fine upstanding 
speaker. Thank you! 
Graduation Gift ... The ques-
tionnaires are still coming in, but 
it looks like the class is leaning 
toward getting or donating toward 
a trophy case to show off hard-
earned school hardware, similar to 
the Jessup International Moot , 
continued on page 4 
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Graduation Week Activities 
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Court trophy won last year by a 
B.C. team. 
Commencement (as opposed to 
Graduation) Week Activities ... As 
all of you third years should know 
by now, our Graduation Commit-
tee has set up several activities to 
carry us through the week prior to 
Commencement. 
There will be a Harbor Cruise on 
Tuesday, May 19th. The tickets are 
12 bucks, arid we will provide mun-
chies and a D.J. There will be a 
cash bar on board. This event will 
run from 7-10 p.m. Please note that 
there is plenty of ti~e for you to 
work on your pre-bar exam tans at 
the beach prior to the cruise if you 
so desire. Oh yes, the boat is leav-
ing from Long Wharf, so if you do 
go to the beach, say in Gloucester, 
you can swim right down to the 
Wharf and meet us there. 
On Wednesday, May 20th, we 
have planned a Clambake at 
Houghton's Pond in Milton. This 
costs 20 bucks, with an option at 
riding a bus there for a dollar ex-
tra (Hey-I always. charge for rides 
in my little brown bus). We decid-
ed to have the bake at a pond for-
three important reasons: 1) the 
water should be swimmably tepid; 
2) there will be ballfields available 
for some vintage colin 
colemanesque-type softball; and 3) 
we can drink beer here. Lobster is 
on the menu, as well as unlimited 
clam chowder, so fork over your 20 
clams! 
The Commencement Gala will be 
held at the Great Hall at Faneuil 
Hall on Friday, May 22nd. There 
will be light hors d'ouevres and a 
cash bar, as well as an open bar for 
the first hour. As voted by the 
Class, there will be a live band, and 
the dress will be black tie option-
al. Important Note-the Great 
Hall people have refused to let us 
sell tickets at the door, so all tick-
- ets must be purchased at school. 
The price will be in the area of $25, 
which pays for the band, a string 
quartet, some food, guards, gratui-
ties, tax and service charges ahd 
rental of the hall. We are planning 
on selling this one out, so bring in 
your checkbooks, stop by the · 
cafeteria, and leave us your savings 
now! 
The Graduation Committee has 
put in a lot of work on this. All of 
these events require advanced tick-
et sales. Please get those orders in 
as soon as you can. I know I can 
count on each and every one of you 
to sell your sole possessions if need 
be! 
Rich Stacey and Shawn Sullivan discuss election plans. 
An Election ·Message From Stacey 
Red Sox ... The game is tomor-
row. Don't forget. Mark Katzoff 
has more or less promised to buy 
the beers if Clemens isn't pitching. 
Right, Mark? 
Marathon .. . Injuries, wimpi-
ness, and a general lack of a sado-
masochistic character makeup has 
precluded my running this year, 
but there will be a large (even if 
weakened by my absence) field of 
fellow students running this year, 
· so get out there and trip up all 
other runners, especially those 
from those other supposed law 
schools. 
Elections ... just VOTE, that's 
all. 
Go Sox! 
By Rich Stacey 
Ah-the last elections I will ever 
be involved with at the law school. 
I think this is the eighth set for me, 
counting the "special" elections. 
And seeing as I have so much ex-
perience in these, I would enjoy a 
chance to comment on them. 
This is your one sure chance to 
participate in the running of the 
school from the side of the stu-
dents. Once you have cast your bal-
lot, you have the option to 
comment on any and all topics that 
bother you. So VOTE! 
I realize that l was a little over-
zealous in telling the first-years not 
to run for office if they thought 
they would be too busy ·next year 
(i.e. , law review, working, ... ). 
Hence, we have only two contest-
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ed spots. But choose carefully for 
those two spots, because they are 
the two most important in the 
LSA. Among other duties, the 
President and the Treasurer tend 
to control the money, which tends 
to be a significant task. Consider 
the candidates well. Qualities that 
I would look for include: first, the 
willingness to put in a lot of time; 
second, an abundance of energy; 
third, the willingness to push and 
pull other students into helping 
out; and finally, the ability to listen 
to student input and act upon it 
(not necessarily in that order, and 
no queries as to whether I have/had 
any of the above qualities please!). 
Now vote on the upcoming Tues-
day and Wednesday! 
Bill Kaliff • Andrea Brantner • Deborah England • Rex Guinn • Jean Kim 
Mihea Kim • Locke McMurray • Bernard Pellegrino • Anne Rickard 
Joseph Riga • Shawn Sullivan • Debra Weiss 
